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Using Clickers to Assess Student Learning 

By Mary Brunelle 

 

This semester, reference librarians are rolling 

out a new audience response technology 
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instruction classes.  The Clickers system is a 

cool new tool for assessing student learning 

and reinforcing concepts taught in class.  

They look and act like a television remote 

control and were developed with the same 

sdbgmnknfx `r trdc hm sgd Ə@rj sgd @tch,

dmbdƐ rdfldms ne sgd f`ld rgnvWho Wants 

to Be a Millionaire?  The system, which operates via radio frequency 

with software from Interwrite Learning, interfaces with Microsoft 

PowerPoint on the fly and allows the instructor to gauge student com-

prehension at the point of need.  Detailed information can be found on 

the Interwrite Learning Web site:       

http://www.interwritelearning.com/products/prs/radio/detail.html . 

 

Clickers are becoming extremely popular in the academic world.  

Teachers and librarians rapidly are adopting the system for all ages of 

students, from elementary through college.  While some schools 

choose to assign a Clicker and I.D. number to each student and use the 

system to develop a virtual grade book, the Library staff believes the 

option for anonymity encourages students to be more forthcoming 

vhsg sgdhq `mrvdqr+ vhsgnts ed`q ne `ood`qhmf ƏctlaƐ hm eqnms ne sgdhq

classmates.  Now, when a librarian asks the class a question, such as 

Əvghbg snnk vntkc xnt trd sn knnj to ` annj shskd+Ɛ sgd rstcdmsr `kk

answer using their Clickers, and the librarian can determine if students 

are following along and grasping the material s/he is teaching. 

 

The librarian begins preparing for the instruction session by develop-

ing a set of questions and answers in PowerPoint; multiple choice and 

true/false questions work best.  During the class, the librarian hands 

out a Clicker to each student.  When the librarian reaches a question in  
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